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Genre: Short Story
Date Completed: Spring 2017
Book Format: 32-page, flat back binding with book cloth covered boards and herringbone 
stitched signatures. Title is an inset on front cover.
Edition Size: 30 copies total of which 10 copies are bound. The balance of the edition is bound 
on demand until edition is complete.
Production Specifications: Printed on 250gsm Stonehenge Cream with Fabriano end sheets us-
ing Plantin 12pt type and bound up with flat back binding, using book cloth and boards.
Size: 6.25” wide   x   10.25” high   x   0.5” deep
Number of Pages: 32 pages 
Number of Images: 2, 2-color images 
Signed and Numbered: Yes
Creation Date: Concepted and designed in Winter of 2014.  Printed Spring to Fall of  2015. Bound 
in Fall of 2016.
Retail Price: $150
ISBN: None
Marketing Description: Professional Development is a 2-color, 32-page, illustrated, letterpress 
printed, hand-bound, 30 copy, short story. The last two printed pages contain the author’s bi-
ography, followed  by colophon and the edition copy number along with the designer/printer’s  
signature.
Back Story: The story “Professional Development” by Megan Stielstra, author of “Everyone Re-
main Calm,” is everything but professional behavior. Events unfold at a proper academic confer-
ence in the relaxed milieu of New Orleans. Our heroine soon goes from being all business all the 
time to partying all the time and being followed by an entourage of 60 marching band members 
who seem to follow her wherever she goes. The book required 18,000 typographic characters and 
1,200 hand-pulled impressions on a Vandercook IV letterpress at Lark Sparrow Press to complete 
this 30-copy limited edition.  
Designer/Printer Biography: Craig Jobson, a retired Associate Professor, has  transformed 22 
years of art direction for advertising and publishing into a passion for book arts. Though born in 
Detroit, Michigan, he spent his high school  and college years in Austin, Texas. After graduating 
from the University of Texas in Austin, he began a graphic design career as an Art Director for the 
National Office of the American Heart Association in Dallas, Texas,  then as Art Director for Tracy-
Locke/BBDO Advertising, also in Dallas, Texas. His publishing career began as a Senior Art Director 
for Holt Rinehart and Winston in Austin,Texas, and finally as Design Director for McDougal Littell 
Houghton Mifflin in Evanston, Illinois. 
       He holds a B.A. in English Letters and Literature and B.F.A. in Print Making and Graphic Design 
from the University of Texas at Austin, and an M.F.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts concentrating in Book 
and Paper Arts from Columbia College Chicago, where he taught for 17 years. His studies about 
the Private Press movement in Britain and the United States resulted in the purchase of a Vander-
cook letterpress and the founding of Lark Sparrow Press - a private press dedicated to printing 
works of contemporary short fiction, poetry, broadsides, and faux stamps. His published book 
and design work has won numerous awards and his work has been collected by many private and 
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public institutions.
Artist Statement: Handmade books are found at the juncture of content and process. They are 
often  collaborations by two people who must each understand and appreciate what the other is 
trying to accomplish. The content is shaped by an author through the development of character 
and plot,  economy of words, and an inevitable change of direction as the reader nears the story’s 
end. I explore visual solutions compatible and supportive of the story and the author’s intent. 
There is a dialogue between my feelings, my intellect, and my abilities that is shaped into one 
voice that identifies what will further a good solution. Finally, my mind, heart, and hands collabo-
rate to produce a book using my best abilities to design, set type by hand,  illustrate, choose the 
right paper, print on my letterpress, hand bind, and case in, all attesting to the excellence of a story. 
My aspiration is to craft a paper sanctuary for each story, a place that recognizes a story’s  beauty, 
dignity, and power, as well as creating a forceful memory for each reader made of ink on paper.
3-page Illustration from Professional Development:
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