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Program:  The Summer 2002 Columbia College Chicago at Santa Reparata International School of 
Art, Florence, Italy
Faculty and Class:  Craig Jobson, “The Print Maker’s Eye and the Bookmaker’s Hand.”  Enrollment 
consisted of 13 junior and senior graphic design students.
Authors, Printers and Book Binders:  Multiple. See class roster below.
Publisher:  Craig Jobson at Santa Reparata International School of Art, Florence, Italy
Genre:  Livres d’Artistes
Date Completed:  August 2002
Book Format:  Nonadhesive bound signatures held in a slip case.
Edition Size:  18 copies 
Production Specifications:  The edition was printed on Magni 650 paper using handset typog-
raphy. A nonadhesive binding was used to collect the signatures in a slip case using Florentine 
handmade paper wrappers.
Dimensions:  10” wide  x  14” high  x 1.625” deep
Number of Pages:  76 pages 
Number of Images:  14  hand-tinted color images 
Signed and Numbered:  Yes
Creation Date:  Concepted and designed in July 2002, printed August 2002.
Retail Price:  $1,600
ISBN:  None
Marketing Description:  Coda is a one color, nonadhesive book printed on an FAG (Fournitures 
pour les Arts Graphiques) letterpress and Bendini etching press at Santa Reparata International 
School of Art, Florence, Italy.  It contains 14 text pages plus 14 hand-tinted intaglio prints. Individ-
ual  statements are the aesthetic expressions the class members made during their four weeks of 
cultural and creative experiences in Florence. The book is set in one of three fonts: Landi, Paganini, 
or Recta. Pages are folded and gathered in a nonadhesive bound portfolio held together in a slip 
case covered with handmade Florentine papers.   The book not only references their perceptions 
of the city and its prodigious art treasures but it showcases the student’s early efforts as graphic 
designers to work in multiple media.  
Back Story:  This book was based on a course created by Craig Jobson in 2002 – “The Print 
Maker’s Eye and the Bookmaker’s Hand” – for the 16th year of the Columbia College Study Abroad 
program. It was designed to take advantage of the abundant Renaissance art in Florence as 
well as the excellent print making and bookmaking facilities at Santa Reparata.  Students were 
required to spend several days walking through the city and picking out aesthetic and /or cultural 
expressions to work with in the class. Their individual concepts were presented to the class for 
consensus, and print making followed with each student editioning their art to 16 copies. Com-
posing  a short paragraph followed print making. The class quickly encountered an unexpected  
linguistic problem while hand setting type. The use of the letter “y”  is used much more frequently 
in English than in Italian. There were not enough  “y’s”  in the Santa Reparata type drawers  to 
complete the setting of some words. As a result, students quickly resorted to penciling in the 
missing “y” on their printed pages!
Designer/ Printer Biography: Craig Jobson, a retired Associate Professor, has  transformed 22 
years of art direction for advertising and publishing into a passion for book arts. Though born in 
Detroit, Michigan, he spent his high school  and college years in Austin, Texas. After graduating 
from the University of Texas in Austin, he began a graphic design career as an Art Director for the 
National Office of the American Heart Association in Dallas, Texas,  then as Art Director for Tracy-
Locke/BBDO Advertising, also in Dallas, Texas. His publishing career began as a Senior Art Director 
for Holt Rinehart and Winston in Austin,Texas, and finally as Design Director for McDougal Littell 
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Houghton Mifflin in Evanston, Illinois. 
      He holds a B.A. in English Letters and Literature and B.F.A. in Print Making and Graphic Design 
from the University of Texas at Austin, and an M.F.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts concentrating in Book 
and Paper Arts from Columbia College Chicago, where he taught for 17 years. His studies about 
the Private Press movement in Britain and the United States resulted in the purchase of a Vander-
cook letterpress and the founding of Lark Sparrow Press - a private press dedicated to printing 
works of contemporary short fiction, poetry, broadsides, and faux stamps. His published book 
and design work has won numerous awards and his work has been collected by many private and 
public institutions.
Artist Statement: Handmade books are found at the juncture of content and process. They are 
often  collaborations by two people who must each understand and appreciate what the other is 
trying to accomplish. The content is shaped by an author through the development of character 
and plot,  economy of words, and an inevitable change of direction as the reader nears the story’s 
end. I explore visual solutions compatible and supportive of the story and the author’s intent. 
There is a dialogue between my feelings, my intellect, and my abilities that is shaped into one 
voice that identifies what will further a good solution. Finally, my mind, heart, and hands collabo-
rate to produce a book using my best abilities to design, set type by hand,  illustrate, choose the 
right paper, print on my letterpress, hand bind, and case in, all attesting to the excellence of a story. 
My aspiration is to craft a paper sanctuary for each story, a place that recognizes a story’s  beauty, 
dignity, and power, as well as creating a forceful memory for each reader made of ink on paper.
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Additional Information: Craig Jobson at Lark Sparrow Press    1726 Ashland Ave.    Evanston, 
IL 60201    847.869.0085     craig@larksparrowpress.com       http://www.larksparrowpress.com/


