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Author:  Craig Jobson 
Designer/Printer:  Craig Jobson
Object:  Broadside
Genre:  Political satire
Edition Size:  40
Production Specifications:  French’s Construction Paper  “Whitewash”  #100
Size:  18” length  x  13” width  
Print Date:  Designed and printed December, 2018
Retail Price:  $40
Marketing Description:  Fake Government is a 2-color letterpress printed broadside. It’s large 
enough to read at a distance and it gives the reader a quick understanding of the owner’s place 
on the political scene.
Back Story:  This broadside is a liberal answer to the current administration’s government and 
policies. It is a riposte to the president’s “Fake News” canard.
Biography:  Craig Jobson, a retired Associate Professor, has  transformed 22 years of art direction 
for advertising  and publishing into a passion for book arts. Though born in Detroit, Michigan, he 
spent high his school and college years in Austin, Texas. After graduating from the University of 
Texas in Austin, he began a graphic design career as an Art Director for the National Office of the 
American Heart Association in Dallas, Texas,  then as Art Director for Tracy-Locke/BBDO Advertis-
ing also in Dallas, Texas. His publishing career began as a Senior Art Director for Holt Rinehart and 
Winston in Austin, Texas and finally as Design Director for McDougal Littell Houghton Mifflin in 
Evanston, Illinois. 
       He holds a B.A. in English Letters and Literature and B.F.A. in Print Making and Graphic Design 
from the University of Texas at Austin, and an M.F.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts concentrating in Book 
and Paper Arts from Columbia College Chicago, where he taught for 17 years. His studies about 
the Private Press movement in Britain and the United States resulted in the purchase of a Vander-
cook letterpress and the founding of Lark Sparrow Press - a private press dedicated to printing 
works of contemporary short fiction, poetry, broadsides and faux stamps. His published book 
and design work has won numerous awards and books have been collected by many private and 
public institutions.
Artist Statement:  Broadsides grew out of mid-nineteenth century government announce-
ments, public decrees, and advertising. These were largely inexpensive, disposable, one-sided 
printed sheets for a company or individual to make an immediate communication wherever a 
viewer might be standing. However the larger the metal type was cast, the more expensive the 
type became. A less expensive solution was paramount. It came first in 1827 with Darius Wells’ 
lateral router, and in 1837 with William Leavenworth’s pantograph router, both making it possible 
to produce individual, less expensive, large wooden letters that could be used over and over on 
a letterpress printing press. This manner of printing has remained popular and practical within 
commercial businesses and artist studios. As a lone book printer, my books can take the better 
part of a year to design, set type, illustrate, print, and bind up. My broadsides and faux stamps 
remind people I’m in my studio working away, with the hopes of completing another book soon.
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Broadside Sample:

Fake Governance Broadside - 2

Additional Information:  Craig Jobson at Lark Sparrow Press    1726 Ashland Ave.    Evanston, 
 IL 60201    847.869.0085     craig@larksparrowpress.com      http://www.larksparrowpress.com/
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