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I am already 
                      missing you
                                             as I hear tires
whisper goodbye
                                 on the drive.
                                                         Tonight I will reach
across the bed,
                            hand to hip,
   knowing my grasp
       will
exceed my reach
                not by miles
       but by days.
             The scent
of your loose night shirt
              and
     the pleasure
            its buttons
give me
              is unfortunately,
            like you,
           absent.
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the Private Press movement in Britain and the United States resulted in the purchase of a Vander-
cook letterpress and the founding of Lark Sparrow Press - a private press dedicated to printing 
works of contemporary short fiction, poetry, broadsides, and faux stamps. His published book 
and design work has won numerous awards and his work has been collected by many private and 
public institutions.
Artist Statement:  Handmade books are found at the juncture of content and process. They are 
often  collaborations by two people who must each understand and appreciate what the other is 
trying to accomplish. The content is shaped by an author through the development of character 
and plot, economy of words, and an inevitable change of direction as the reader nears the story’s 
end. I explore visual solutions compatible and supportive of the story and the author’s intent. 
There is a dialogue between my feelings, my intellect, and my abilities that is shaped into one 
voice that identifies what will further a good solution. Finally, my mind, heart, and hands collabo-
rate to produce a book using my best abilities to design, set type by hand, illustrate, choose the 
right paper, print on my letterpress, hand bind, and case in, all attesting to the excellence of a story. 
My aspiration is to craft a paper sanctuary for each story, a place that recognizes a story’s  beauty, 
dignity, and power, as well as creating a forceful memory for each reader made of ink on paper.
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