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Author:  All text Craig Jobson
Designer/Printer:  Craig Jobson
Concept: Original concept by Craig Jobson 
Publisher: Craig Jobson, Lark Sparrow Press,1726 Ashland, Evanston IL 60201
Illustrator: Craig Jobson 
Genre:  Political satire with faux postage stamps
Production Specifications:  Stamps and text are printed digitally on Wausau Exact Offset 
Natural, and perforated on a 1890 treadle operated  “American Perforator.”
Binding: Flat black binding with reinforced spine, book cloth and boards. Title is a bronze inset on 
front cover. Each text page has a full-color, perforated stamp onsert. Each single stamp appears in 
the abecedarium (an abc book) titled The Republic of Texas Stamp Album. ”Texas Rangers” repre-
sents the 20th letter of the alphabet in the book. ( See The Republic of Texas Stamps Album.)
Book Size: 4 1/2” wide, 5 3/4” high, 5/8” deep; 14.0 cm wide, 14.5 cm high, 1.5 cm deep 
Number of Pages: 60 pages 
Number of Images: 26 full-color images 
Edition Size: 100 copies total of which 30 copies are bound. The balance of the edition is bound 
on demand until edition is complete. Sheets of stamps are sold separately 
Signed and Numbered: Yes 
Creation Date: Concepted and designed in Fall 2001
Retail Sheet Price:   $45
ISBN: None
Marketing Description:  Republic of Texas Mini Stamp Album, is a full color artist book, 60-page, 
illustrated, digitally printed, perforated, handbound, 100 copy, abecedarium. It is a visual and ver-
bal satire on social and cultural figures of the once and future Republic of Texas. The alphabetic 
letters “TR” stand  for the Texas Rangers, the most outstanding baseball team in America. Their se-
cret to success is using one player who is batter, pitcher. When he’s pitching, he only throws strikes  
and as a batter he only hits home runs. The other teams just gives up and goes home. The book 
is designed to help urban readers from all parts of the United States to understand the thinking 
and machinations of average Texans. Fear, repulsion and amazement are operative principles 
within these pages. A reader can become an expert in Texas cultural history by simply perusing 
these pages. Thrill to read about “Hog Heaven” and learn how to correctly say “Pecans.” Learn how 
Austinites get “high” and how it’s done in “The Valley.“  The last printed page contains the book’s 
edition number and  a signature. 
Artist Statement: Though born in Detroit, Michigan, Jobson grew up, and was held against his 
will for 31 years in the arid confines of the state of Texas. He lived amongst the Texicans, ate their 
bar-b-que, and played their dominos. He alone in his whole extended family was able to escape 
to the North where he made a new life for himself. This book and the stories in The Billy Chronicles 
(see: http://www.larksparrowpress.com/) constitute cautionary tales for anyone living outside the 
Lone Star State. 
Production Notes: Coming up with 26 stamps, one for each letter of the alphabet, was easy. 
Getting sheets of stamps perforated required the restoration of a late 19th-century piece of 
equipment for which there is no known parts repository. This is emblematic of the book arts. 
Practioners start moving in one direction and unexpectedly end up going another. This book 
started off as a graduate school project. It resulted in forming the basis of an aesthetic career in 
fine press book printing.
Biography: Craig Jobson, a retired Associate Professor, has transformed 22 years of art direction 
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for advertising, and publishing into a passion for book arts. Though born in Detroit Michigan, 
he spent high school and college years in Austin, Texas. After graduating from the University 
of Texas in Austin, he began a graphic design career as an Art Director for the National Office 
of the American Heart Association in Dallas, Texas, then as Art Director for Tracy-Locke/BBDO 
Advertising, also in Dallas, Texas. His publishing career started as a Senior Art Director for Holt 
Rinehart and Winston in Austin, Texas, and then as Design Director for McDougal Littell Houghton 
Mifflin in Evanston, Illinois. 
       He holds a B.A. in English Letters and Literature and B.F.A. in Print Making and Graphic Design, 
both from the University of Texas at Austin, and an M.F.A. in Interdisciplinary Arts concentrating 
in Book and Paper Arts from Columbia College Chicago, where he taught for 17 years. His studies 
about the Private Press movement in Britain and the United States resulted in the purchase of 
a Vandercook letterpress and the founding of Lark Sparrow Press – a small press dedicated to 
printing works of contemporary, illustrated, short fiction, poetry, broadsides, and faux stamps. 
His published books, posters, and design work have won numerous awards and have been 
collected by many private and public institutions.
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